
coronary arteries. A great part
of its external surface, also, exhi-
bited appearances less common,
viz., the appearance of infiltration
of, or under the serous coat, of a

light dingy, yellow, gelatinous
matter. This was not fat, and on

being cut into, there issued a very
little serous fluid. It was, per-
haps, coagulating lymph. Inter-
nally the heart was natural, the
age of the patient considered.
The aorta had internally appear-
ances of disease not unusual, and
was also somewhat enlarged at
its commencement, or near it.
The internal change consisted in
the deposition under the inner
coat of a caseous matter,—a for-
mation of matter like cartilage in
some parts, and in one spot a de-
position of earthy matter, (ossifi-
cation). But the largest of the
spots diseased was in some mea-
sure peculiar or unusual. This
spot was flat, about li inch in
length, and in its extreme breadth
about half an inch. Like the oth-
ers, it rose into the arterial tube.
It was nearly connected with a
smaller tumor, under one of the
semi-lunar valves, i. e., in the
ventricle, but not in communica-
tion with its cavity. The larger
tumor, when opened, was found,
like the others, to contain caseous

matter: but in connexion with
this, in one part, was a thick,

¿cream-like fluid, not unlike pus.
Was this a softening, such as M.
Laennec believes to occur in tu-
bercles, or was it analogous to
suppuration ? The quantity of
this matter was one very large
drop.

Other morbid changes were,
enlargement of the prostate, es-

pecially the middle lobe,—inflam-
mation and thickening of the coals
of the bladder, so that they had

become nearly half an inch thick,
—a hernia of the large intestines,
which had dragged down the sto-
mach so that it lay completely up
and down in the left side of the
abdomen,—gravel in the kidneys,
and a stone in the bladder.

II.
Tincture of Iodine in Diseases of

the Joints
An Essay has lately been published
in London, by Mr. Thomas Bucha-
nan, Surgeon, on a new mode of
treatment for diseased joints, and the
non-union of fracturo, &C. The re-

medy principally relied on by Mr.
B. is the Tincture of Iodine, made
by dissolving one drachm of iodine
in three ounces of rectified alcohol.
It is applied externally to the dis-
eased part, by means of a camel's
hair pencil. According to Mr. B.,
this treatment has been highly suc-

cessful in a majority of the cases in
which he has employed it. The
Editors of this Journal have been
requested at different times to give
sonic account of the medicines which
have recently been introduced into
practice. In farther compliance
with these requests, they have se-

lected the following from the cases

of Mr. Buchanan.
Beside these cases, it was employ-

ed in gangrene, enlarged inguinal
glands, and fistula in ano, and peri-
neo, and with alleged benefit. Mr.
B., it will be perceived, does not re-

ly alone on the tincture. His pa-
tients, or some of them, take the blue

pill ; leeches ; cathartics ; the dul-
camara; rest; and where the disease
requires motion, as in sonic cas«s of
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ununited fracture, exercise is made
part of the treatment. These facts
are very important ; for, while they
do not take away the just claims of
any one remedy, wTiether new or

old, to farther trial they place those
claims just "where they should be
placed. It is especially the duty of
those medical writers who. bring for-
ward new means of treatment, and
challenge for them the respectful no-

tice of the profession, that they
should tell the whole truth about
them ; especially should they not

conceal, however small they may
think it to be, any agency which any
other treatment might have had in
the cases. In no work is the proof
atiempted to be more complete of
the utility of. Iodine in many diseases,
than in Manson's on this remedy.
But he has very fairly stated what,
and all other means employed along
with it. Many of these are of ac-

knowledged use in the same diseases,
and the iodine obviously did little
more than aid in the result. The
same qualifications should probably
be made of the recommendation of
iodine by Mr. Buchanan.

It will be seen that this author re-

commends the external use of the
tincture of iodine. It is in this, much
of the novelty of his plan consists.
Heretofore the tincture has been
given internally, and the form of an

ointment has been preferred for its
external use.

Case IV.—A girl, aged 19,
had great pain in the joint of the
left index finger, extending up the
forearm and down to the point of
the finger ; pain increased by mo-

tion; parts slightly discolored, and

matter distinctly felt ; grating
noise or crepitus perceptible when
the joint was moved. The com-

plaint originated about a year be-
fore. The tincture of iodine was

applied daily to the part affected,
and the patient was ordered to
take a little blue pill and rhubarb
every night. She first applied on
the 1st of March ; and by the 7th
the pain was gone, and the swell-
ing considerably diminished. The
matter within the capsular liga-
ment was absorbed : 10th, as the
patient persisted in returning to
her service, she was discharged.
On the 31st she again presentedherself, with the part much swol-
len, from having used the joint too
soon. The same remedy was
again resorted to; and on the 12th
of April the patient was dismiss-
ed, cured.

Case VIII.—The eighth case
is that of a bricklayer, aged 24,
whose right knee was swollen to
above twice the size of the left.
The injury was supposed to have
arisen from a fall. He had had
an abscess in the same knee ever
since he was six years of age, un-
til about two months previous to
the commencement of the present
swelling. The eschars were still
visible on the sides of the knee.
Before applying to Mr. Buchanan,
he had been confined for several
days to his room, in expectation
that, by rest, the swelling would
disappear. The patient was of a
fair complexion, skin thin and
white; hair reddish, with freckles
on the face. Mr. Buchanan being
unable to attend the evening when
first called, sent the patient six
leeches to apply to the knee. On
the following day the tumefaction
was increasing, and he was no
better in any respect. The tinc-
ture of iodine was now applied to The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
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the inflamed parts, and an opening
mixture prescribed. On the third
day the swelling and pain were
considerably diminished. On the
ninth day the patient was able to
go to work ; by the twelfth he
was perfectly recovered, and the
remedy was therefore discontinu-
ed. The patient said, that the
limb, which was formerly diseas-
ed, was now stronger than the
other.

Case IX.—-March 19th, 1827.
Robert Oliver, aged one year and
nine months, was brought to me
under the following circum-
stances : Right hip greatly en-

larged, particularly the parts co-
vering, and around the joint ; limb
shortened ; the toes turned in-
wards, and the leg and thigh of
the diseased limb wasted ; appe-
tite bad; faeces dark colored, with
hectic fever. Hair fair, skin
clear, veins seen distinctly. Pa-
tient a twin brother, but of rather
large stature. Complaint began
about six months ago, and during
that period the case had been
submitted successively to the in-
spection and treatment of two
eminent physicians, and also of
two surgeons. Agreeably to their
directions, leeches and poultices
had been applied, and medicine
administered in various forms
without affording any relief. One
of the physicians refused to pre-
scribe, alleging that medicine was
of no use, the child being ema-
ciated with symptoms of hectic
fever, could not survive the shock
which the system had received.*

* These circumstances are mentioned,
not with any view to depreciate the pro-
fessional character of the gentlemen con-
sulted, they being the most respectable
practitioners in the town or neighborhood-,
hut merely to show the deplorable state
to which the patient was reduced.

At present there is a large col-
lection of matter forming a coni-
cal shaped tumor, rallier over the
posterior parts of the joint, and
apparently ready to burst. The
integuments of the central parts
of the tumor of a whitish color,
similar to that which is usually
seen covering collections of mat-
ter, and surrounded with a blush
of red, indicative of the acutí
stage of inflammation. The tu-
mefaction of the joint forms a

striking contrast to the emaciation
of the leg and thigh. Great pain
felt when the least attempt is
made to move the limb, or even
when the parts are slightly touched.
R. Applicat. Tinct. Iodinae partibus

doleutibus et tumefactas omiii
die.

R. Pulv. Comp. gr. v. sumend. omni
nocte.

21st. Size of the parts rather
diminished, and the integuments
considerably shrivelled.
R. Decoct. Dulcam. C. 3viij. cujus

capiat coch. j. mag. ter in die.
Contin. pul vis.

24th. Tumor still more dimi-
nished ; the external integuments
considerably softer and wrinkled.

Repet. applicat. et contin. medi.
April 1st. Tumor less conical;

patient can move the limb with
considerably more ease than for-
merly.

8th. Tumefaction of the partsdecreased ; integuments more
wrinkled and softer ; appetite
good ; general health improving ;
patient can raise the limb, when
desired, without pain. Aspect of
the toes gradually resuming their
natural position. Integumentscovering the joint of the natural
color, but considerably thick-
ened.
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11th. Head of the trochanter
major felt.

Cont. applicat. tincturœ et medi.
May 9th. The whole of the

hip nearly of the same size as that
of the left, except over the joint,
which is rather more full. Right
leg not quite so firm and muscular
as the left. Discoloration com-

pletely gone ; child looking re-

markably well ; induration of the
integuments diminishing.

Cont. applicat. tiiicturse et medi.
June 8th. Child brought to

the surgery, where he walked
across the room with a little help.
Swelling gone, there remaining
only a slight elevation formed by
the indurated integuments.

Cont. applicat. tincturse et medi.

August 8(h. The tincture has
been applied every second day
this week past. The muscular
substance of the leg and thigh
very much improved. During a
considerable period no motion
could be obtained without great
pain. The application speedily
caused a cessation of pain, except
when the joint was violently mov-
ed, and even then the pain was

only partial. When absorption of
the tumor took place, the parts
continued for some time apparent-
ly of the same size, but turned
gradually soft and spongy to the
touch, and diminished almost im-
perceptibly.

In the early part of the treat-
ment, the integuments on and
around the joint used to be more
swollen some days than others ;
hut now the parts are regularly
of a uniform size, except a slight
enlargement about the joint, and
even this slight elevation is gra-
dually diminishing.

At present (1828) the boy can

run about without any assistance,
has the free use of the limb, but
has a slight halt, which may be
attributed to part of the head of
the femur being destroyed by ul-
cération during the time occupied
by the palliative mode of prac-
tice, which was certainly consis-
tent with the prevailing mode of
treatment ; but failed completely
in arresting the progress of the
disease in this instance, as well
as in many others.

Hull, November 18th, 1826.
Samuel Ridpath, aetat. 18, sea-
man apprentice, applied to me
under the following circum-
stances : The patient had been
employed, during the preceding
summer, on board of the ship Al-
fred, in the Davis' Straits fishery;
and on the 31st of May his right
leg was fractured by the tiller of
the vessel, when she was making
a stern board among the ice. The
tibia and fibula were both broken,
but reduced immediately after-
wards by the surgeon of the ves-
sel. The fracture being oblique,
and bad weather occurring, the
medical attendant failed in keep-
ing the extremities of the bones
in apposition. As to the proprie-
ty of his conduct in allowing the
bones to remain in that state, it
forms no part of the present sub-
ject, and I shall merely state the
situation in which I found the limb
at the time of application. The
extremity of the lower portion of
the fibula was detained in the
gastrocnemius muscle, while the
extremity of the upper portion
was in partial contact with the
extremity of the lower portion of
the tibia, and the extremity of the
upper portion of the tibia, from
the obliquity of the fracture, over-

layed, but in partial contact with
the extremity of the lower por-
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tion. The patient was obliged
to be supported at first with a

crutch, and afterwards with a

staff, from the weakness of the
limb ; otherwise in excellent
health, and a strong, good-looking
young man. The tincture was
used in this case, and as stated,
with perfect success.

III.
Strictures on the Diseases of YoungChildren.\p=m-\From Lectures deli-

vered at Guy's Hospital
By Dr. James Blundell.

(Continued from p. 29.)
The essential part of the treat-
ment may be comprised in a few
words : in chronic cases, after ef-
fusion has taken place, bleedingfrom the head is of very doubtful
propriety ; but it seems to be a
principal remedy if the attack is
sudden and recent. The blood
may be taken by leeches, or from
the jugular vein ; of the quantities,
you may judge from the table al-
ready given. Again.

To clear the cbylopoietic vis-
cera, is always proper in these
convulsive and hydrocéphalie af-
fections ; ipecacuanha and calo-
mel, or other laxatives and eme-

tics, being employed for the pur-
pose. Pas,try and fruit are some-
times brought away in this man-

ner, given, perhaps, to please the
child by some indiscreet acquaint-
ance.

In convulsive affections, be sure
to refrigerate the head, particu-
larly if the attack be recent. Lei
the hair be removed by the razor,
or by the diligent use of the seis'
sors. Ether and water, vinegai
and water, or liquor ammon. ace'
tatis, being employed in the waj
of lotion. Take care of the eyesIce may be thought of; watei

may be poured over the scalp
from a coffee pot ; this is, in fact,
la douche. Once a day, or half a
dozen limes, for a few seconds,
or for a few minutes, the adminis-
tration of refrigerants may be con-
tinued, according to the effect
produced. Coolness of the scalp,
and paleness and shrinking of the
features, are the indications that
the refrigerating applications have
exerted their full operation.
Warmth about the head, pulsating
fontanels, and inward lits, are the
best signs that the refrigerants
are again required,

To equalize the circulation,
the warm bath is of gteat service ;
and although timorous mothers are

very anxious lest the water should
weaken, I think I never in one in-
stance witnessed a dangerous de-
bility produced in this manner ;
and of the bath I have made fre-
quent use. 97 deg. of Faren-
heit's thermometer appeaVs to
be a very fit temperature ; ten or
fifteen minutes is an average pe-
riod of immersion, to be lengthen-
ed if the child seem lively, and to
be abbreviated should faintness
occur ; perhaps it is better to
keep the head above water.

If after three or four immer-
sions the child still scream when
bathed, the bathing vessel may be
covered with a blanket, and this
being gradually pressed down with
the infant, the water transudes
almost unperceived through the
texture, so that the little patient
is in the bath before it is aware
of it. When the bath is obstinate-
ly refused, wrapping the infant in
a flannel, wrung out of water at
the temperature of 97 deg. of
Fahrenheit, may be found an ex-
cellent substitute ; it may lie
there among the folds, as comfort-
ably as in the womb of the mo-
ther. If you wish to make the

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at NYU WASHINGTON SQUARE CAMPUS on June 23, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.


